
Day of the Locust Thematic Paper Prompt 

 
General Directions: West is a very allusive writer. Your task is to choose one of the options below, 

research some of the cultural references, gather 2 illustrations, 1 secondary quotation, and consider 

how this knowledge base helps to interpret the novella as a critique of Hollywood. To prepare, note 

passages in the text where these topics arise, editing and analyzing several extended quotations. When 

you have all your materials write a 1,000 word paper explaining how West used your theme to satirize 

the movie industry. Conclude with a brief reflection on whether his accusations are still valid today. 

 

 

OPTION 3 -- Geography and Architecture in 1930s 

 

For this theme, begin with the various architectural styles mentioned in the novel and find photographs 

of similar homes in Hollywood. Investigate another local style known as “storybook architecture” that is 

quintessentially LA. Find maps of the city that demonstrate real locations such as Vine Street, and 

speculate where the fictional “Pinyon Canyon” may have been. Compare all this to information about 

Des Moines, IA in the 1930s for insight into the culture shock that Homer might have experienced. The 

history of the “Sunkist” Co. may be instructive. 
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